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Commerdal Banking Office
Imperfal Valley

257 West-Main Street
Brawlay, CA 92227

May 27, 2003

The Honarable President of the United States
The White House .
Washington, D.C. 20500

RE: Part 417 Review aof Imperial trrigation District (CA) Use of Caolorado River Entitlement (TIME-
SENSITIVE)

Dear Mr. Prasident:

Wa are a financial institution and a major agricultural lender in California’s Impertal Valley, and have significant
financial interests in this border cormmunity.

The Imparial Valicy is an arca of critical agricultural importance to Califomia and this Nation, made more so by
our country’s heightened national security and increased food safety concerns.

it has come to our aftention that the Government of the United States, through the LLS. Department of the
Interior, is conducting a procedure described as de novo Part 417 Review for Imperial Irrigation Districl. Itis
the Gavernment’s position in this procedure that it will be abie to determine, on a yearly basis, whether the
Colorade River water use practices of the Imperial Irrigation District are reasonable and beneficial.

We have been brovided ne nformation régardirtg the Fiévit?w process by the Government and are c};hce‘,rped' . .
‘that any determination by the United States in this proceeding may have a deleterious effect upon our
tustomers and our interests, el : -

If the Department of Interior has tha power through this process to arbitrariy determine the water availabla to
this area on a yearly basis, it wil frusirate aur abilily ta meet the needs of our custermners and our customers’
abifity to fulfill their financial _cam_rnitments.

5 To the extent that you support such unbridied, power for the Department of the Interior over agriculture apd.” "
| econamics inthe American. West; we would raquast an immediate meeting with the appropriate official inyour .
Administration to discuss ifs far-reaching effects, .

Respactfiilly,

AL

Becky Flammang
Vice President
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Ce:
Senator Dianne Feinsteln Senator Jeff Bingaman
331 Hart Senate Office Bullding Ranking Member, Senate Commbttes on
Washinglon, D.C. 20510 Natural Resources
. 364 Dirksen

Washington, D.C, 20510

Senalor Barbara Boxer Representalwe Richard Pamtho -
112 Hart Senate Office Building Ghalrman, Committée’on"Résouices R U
Washington, [3.C. 20510 U.5. House of Representatives S R

1324 Longworth HOB
Washingtqn. B.C. 20515—_6201

Congressman Duncan Hunter Representative Nick Raha)l

2266 Raybum House Office Building Ranking Member, Committes on Resouroes
Washington, D.C. 20515 U.8. House of Representatives '

1324 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C, 20515-6201

Secrelary Gale Norton ' Congressman Baob Filner

Imperial lrrigation District-417 Pracess 383 F Sireet - _

United States Dopt. of Interior Chula Vista, CA 91910

1849 C Street

Washington, D.C,. 20240

Secretary Ann M. Venernan Senator Jon Kyl

United States Department of Agriculture 2200 E. Camelback Road, Ste. 120
1400 Independence Ave., SW Phoanix, AZ 85016-3454

Washingten, D.C. 20250

Secretary Donald L. Evans Representative Ed Pastor

Unlted States Department of Commerce U.8. House of Representatives
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 411 N, Cenfral Ave., Ste. 150
Washington, D.C, 20230 Phoenix, AZ 85004-2115

Secretary Colin Powell Representative John Shadegg

United States Department of State U.S. House of Representatives

2201 C Street, NW 301 East Bethany Home Road, Ste. C-178
Washingten, D.C. 20520 FPhoenix, AZ 85012

Sonator Pete Domenici Craig Elmare

Chairman, Senate Commitiee on P. 0. Box 119

MNatural Resources Brawley, CA 92227

364 Dirkgen

Washingten, D.C. 20510

Richard Elmara
P. C.Box 156
Brawley, CA 92227
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May 27, 2003

The Honorable President olf the United States
‘The White Houge
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re:  Part 417 Review of Imperial lrrigation District (CA) Usc of Colorado
River Eattlement (LIME-SENSITIVE)

Doar My, President:

We are o finaneial Institution and a major agricultural lender in Catiformia's Imperial
Vulley, and have significant financial luterests in this border commuynity,

‘Fhe Jmperial Valley is an arca of eritienl agrienliural importance to California and
fiiis Nation, made more so by our country's hcightened national scowity and increased
food saiely ¢oncerns.

" It bat tome (o our attention that (he Govermnent of the United States, (hrough the
U.S. Department of the Interior, 1s conducting a procedure deseribed as de nove Pavt
417 Review for Ympertal Irrigation District. 1t is the Gaverunent's positiou in this
procedure that it will be able to deternine, on a yoarly basis, whether the Colorado
River watcr use practices of the Jmporial Tvigation District are reagsonable and
henelioigl,

We have been provided no information regarding the Review proceas by the
Government and are concerned thal sny detenmination by the United Staies in this
proceeding may have a deleferious effect upon eur customers and our jniercsts,

1f the Dopartment of Interiar has the power through this process to arbitratily
determine the water available to (his ares on & yearly basis, it will fustraté our sbility
1o meot thie necds of our customers and our customers' ability fo fulfill their fimancial
commitments. o T R

o the cxtent that you support sich viibridled power for the Department of the
Tnterior over agricolture and seonomics in the Amcrican West, ws would request an
immediate meeting with the appropuiate cfficial in your Administration 1o discuss its
{ac-reaching eficets,

\ e
e
ﬁ;myer ) -

President and CHRQ :

Chatrman of the Bosed ( _
Farm Credll Sarvices Southwest, ACA

Farm Credit Services Southwest, ACA

A AP P T s LS
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Scnator IHanne Feinslein
331 Hari Sepale Office Building
Washinglon, D.C. 20510

Scnator Barbara Boxer
112 Tart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Congressiman Robert Filner -
2428 Rayburn Houze Offiee uilding
Washington, D.C. 20510-0550

Congressman Duncan Hunter
2265 Raybwa llousc Office Building
Waslhington, 1).C, 20515

Soeretary Gale Norton

Imperial livigation Disteict - 417 Process
United Stales Department of Interior
1849 C 8trect

Washinglon, D.C. 20240

Secrctary Ann M, Vencman

United Stales Department of Agpriculivre
1400 Idependence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20230

Scergtary Donald L. Bvans

United States Department of Commieroo
1401 Couslitution Avenue NW
Washington, 13.C. 20230

Secretary Colin Powell

United Stales Department of State
2201 C Street NW

Washington, N.C. 20520

Sonator Pete Domeniei
Chairman, Senate Commitiee en
Nalurn! Respurces

264 Dirksen

Washinglon, D.C, 20510

PHONE NO.

FHRH CREDIT SERVICES SW

¢ 619 353 2669

FAX NO. 60243826849

Senator Jelf Bingaman

Ranking Mcniber, Sciale Committce on
Naturnl Resourees

364 Dirksen

Washington, D.C, 20510

Representative Richaed Pombo
Chaitman, C ommm('c on Resources
U8, House of Represenlatives
1324 Longworth HOB

Washington, D.C, 20515-6201

Ropresentalive Niek Rahail

Ranking Member, Commitice on Resources
U.S. House of Representatives

1324 Longworth 11OB

Wiashington, D.C. 20515-6201

Senator John M¢Cain

2400 Tiast Arizopa Rilimore Circle, Suite 1150

Phoenix, AZ. 85016-2107

Senator Jon Kyl
2200 East Camelback Road, Suite 120
Phoenix, AZ 850106-3454

Representative Bd Prgtor

1.8, House of Represoitatives

411 Nagth Cenlral Avenne, Sults 150
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2115

Representative Jolhm Shadegg

U.8. House of Representatives

301 Bast Bethany Lome Road, Svite C-178
Phoenix, AZ 85012

Reprosentative Jon Kolbe

U.S. House of Representatives
1661 Norlh Swan Road, Suite 112
Tucson, AZ 8§5712-4042
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Representative 1.1, Tlayworth

.5, House of Represemtatives
1017 South Gillert Road, Suite 203
Mosa, AZ 85204-4442

Representalive Rick Renzi

1).8. Nlouso of Representatives

2707 8. Whito Mountain Road, Suilc T
Show Low, AZ §5001-7301

Representative Trent Franks
1.8, House of Representatives
7121 Went Bell Road, Suite 200
Giendale, AZ 85308-8549

Farmt Credil Sarvices Southwest, ACA
Boaid of Dircelors

Reprosentative Jeff Flake

U.8. House of Represcntalives

1201 Seuth Alma School Road, Suite 2950
Mcsa, AZ 85210-2008

Representative Raui Grijalva
U.8, House of Representatives
810 . 22" Styeet, Suilo 102
Tucson, A7 BS713-1751

Heidi L. Kuhn
1853 Glenwood Road
El Centvo, CA 922433506
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May 28, 2003

George W, Bush '
President of the United States
The Whita House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C, 20500

Re: Part 417 Review for Imperial irrigation District
Dear Mr. President:

We are a financial institution in the Imperial Velley, Califormia. It has come to our aftention that
the United States Government, through the Department of Interior is conducting a procedure
described as follows:

De novo Part 417 Review for Jmperial hrigation District

it is the Government's position in this procedure that it will be able to determine on a yearly
basis whether or not the Imperial Inigafion Districl’s pradlices in its use of Colorado River water
in the Imperial Valley are reasonable and beneficial, -

We have significant customner relations in the [mperial and Coachellz Valleys of Califomia. The
loans we make are dependent on the property and water that supports them,

We have been given no information on this process by the United States and are concemed
that any determination by the United States in this proceeding may have a deleferious affect on
our customers and ourselves as we support the greater community. It is clear we have not
been informed adequately by the appropriate govemmental agencies.

If tha Department of Interior has the power through this process to arbitrarily determine on a
"yearly basis the water available to our customers, it will frustiate our abllity o meet the needs of
our customers and our customers’ ability t prosper.

To the extent you belleve that the Department of Interior has such power, we would reduest an
immediate meeting with the appropriate official in your Administration so we Gan_diswss the

1398 Main Street. £] Cenlro, Califomla BZzA2 TEL (750) 337-3205 X (76D) 73220
Metrtar FOIC _ .
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potential uibridled power of the Depariment of interior. The Department of Interior's apparent
unknowing effect on the community at large is conceming.

Respectfully
) Denms I_ Kern
. President/CEQ a \KQ,\
ce, Sehator Barbara Boxer
. Senator Dianne Feinstein

Representative Bob Filner

Donald L. Evans, Secretary, Department of Commerce
Gale.Norton, Secre’mry Department of Interfor

Colin Powell, United States State Department

Ann M, Veneman Secretary, Department of Agriculture




